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Minutes 
November 8 

 
Minutes of the Altona Community Foundation (ACF) Board of Directors meeting held on Wednesday, November 
8, 2023. 
 
Present were: president, Haydon Friesen; treasurer, Angus Klassen; Vic Loewen; Al Friesen; Cheryl Dueck; 
Shauna Giesbrecht; Leanne Braun and Ralph Hamm. Regrets: Jonathan Toews. 
 

1. Call to Order  
Haydon Friesen called the meeting to order. 
 

2. Review of the Agenda 
MOTION: Al Friesen - moved – Shauna Giesbrecht – seconded - THAT the agenda is approved as 
presented. 
CARRIED.  

 
3. Review of Previous Minutes 

MOTION: Ralph Hamm – moved – Leanne Braun – seconded – THAT the minutes of the meeting 
held October 18, 2023 are adopted as circulated. 
CARRIED. 
 

4. Board Vice Chair 
• At last months meeting no board chair was appointed. 
MOTION: Vic Loewen – moved – Ralph Hamm – seconded – THAT Al Friesen be appointed as vice 
chair of the ACF. 
CARRIED. 

 
5. Financials 

• The following cheques/payments were issued: 2023SG KSC, $10,000; 2023 YIP grant to ACC, $500. 
• E-transfer payment was made to Jenn, $134.68 – lunch, domain renewal, and Google Workspace. 
• Angus to apply for an ACF M/C with a $10,000 limit. 
• Angus presented the attached financial reports to the board prior to the meeting. 
MOTION: Angus Klassen – moved – Al Friesen – seconded – THAT the attached financial reports 
are approved as presented. 
CARRIED. 
 

6. Granting Committee 
• 2023 fall granting: 18 applications were received, 15 were accepted and three were denied. 
MOTION: Vic Loewen – moved – Angus Klassen – seconded – THAT the ACF move $5,000 from 
surplus operating into interest for granting. 
CARRIED. 
• Board had $48,903 to disperse - $46,950 from interest for granting and $1,953 from the Menno H. 

Friesen Fund. 
• Vic went through the grant scoring guide with the board. 
• Board confirmed $48,823.99 in grant requests: 

o Access Field, $1,500 – accessibility sidewalk 
o Altona & Area Family Resource, $1,000 – shelving 
o Altona Archives, $2,315 – computer for guest access 
o Altona Girls Softball, $6,000 – equipment (ACF $5,547 / MHF Fund $453) 
o Altona Minor Softball, $3,000 – capping for fencing (ACF $2,500 / MHF Fund $500) 
o Blue Sky Opportunities, $11,500 – vehicle 
o Gretna Prairie Centre, $400 – window 
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o Gretna Stars, $1,500 – set of jerseys (ACF $500 / MHF Fund $1,000) 
o Kidde Sunshine Centre, $2,008.99 – water/sand tables 
o MB Mennonite Historical Society, $300 – signage in Municipality of Rhineland 
o Neubergthal Heritage Foundation, $500 – sound system 
o Pembina Valley Humane Society, $300 – snowblower 
o The Community Exchange, $5,000 – fridge/freezer 
o The Gardens on Tenth, $2,500 – sofa 
o Youth for Christ, $6,000 – computers 
o Kiddie Sunshine Centre, allocate $5,000 for 2023 grant payment for daycare expansion 

grant 
• Board discussed granting additional money to Blue Sky Opportunities in 2024 for their new vehicle 

purchase. An additional $10,000 will be allocated in 2024 towards their vehicle purchase. 
MOTION: Vic Loewen – moved – Angus Klassen – seconded – THAT the 2023 fall grant requests 
and allocating an additional $10,000 in 2024 towards the Blue Sky Opportunities grant application are 
approved as presented. Al Friesen abstained. 
CARRIED. 

• $79.01 was unused will remain in interest for granting. 
• Letters and grant check sheets to be mailed to grant applicants. Granting to discuss denied 

applications with the three applicants.  
• Press release to be sent to media. 

• Katie Cares did not submit enough invoices for their total project cost of $200 on their 2023 grant 
from YIP. 

MOTION: Vic Loewen – moved Shauna Giesbrecht – seconded – THAT the ACF 2023 YIP grant to 
Katie Cares reflect the actual amount spent and approve a payment of $186.89. 
CARRIED.  
• Katie Cares did not submit enough invoices for their total project cost of $1,500 on their 2023SG of 

$1,000 for Beanie Babies. 
MOTION: Vic Loewen – moved Leanne Braun – seconded – THAT the ACF pro-rate the $1,000 
grant to Katie Cares to reflect the actual amount spent and approve a payment of $900.  
CARRIED. 
 

7. Youth in Philanthropy 
• Jonathan agreed to be the ACF YIP board rep for the 2023 school year. 

 
8. 24 Hour Giving Challenge 

• Cheques can be dropped off at Access CU that week. 
• Jenn applied online for a grant from Access CU. 
• Email last years donor list to board to review. 
• Altona IGA will be collecting cash donations at the till during the week. Ralph to provide boxes for 

the donations and will coordinate daily pickup of any donations that week. 
• Sun Valley Co-op to ask for ACF donations at point of purchase that week. 
• PR to design an information handout for both grocery stores. 

 
9. Public Relations Committee 

• Placed an advertorial in The Voice. 
• Promote Giving Challenge on social media. 

 
10. Asset Development Committee 

• Manitoba Heritage Trust Program provided their annual report on stretch funds to the Neubergthal 
Heritage Foundation Fund. All qualifying gifts added to the NHF Fund between Oct. 1 and Sept. 30 
each year receive a prorated portion of the amount available to grant from the Manitoba Heritage 
Trust Endowment Fund. Ralph to discuss the report with the NHF and see how we can grow their 
fund. 

 
11. Richard Neufeld Legacy Fund 

• No new report. 
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12. ACF Ag Leader Scholarship Fund 

• No new report. 
 

13. CFC – Community Service Recovery Fund 
• No new report. 

 
14. Menno H. Friesen Fund 

• Haydon to confirm the MHF fund grants with the donor. 
 

15. New Business 
• Board previously decided to decline an expression of interest in the Kia Communities in Motion 

program. Haydon decided to submit our expression of interest and see if we get accepted. 
 

16. Next Meeting Date 
• Wednesday December 13, 12 noon – Gold Room. 
 

17. Adjournment. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting is now adjourned and the next meeting of the 
Altona Community Foundation will be held on Wednesday, December 13, 12 noon.  
CARRIED. 
 

 
 

 
Haydon Friesen, president 
Altona Community Foundation 
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