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Minutes 
January 17, 2024 

 
Minutes of the Altona Community Foundation (ACF) Board of Directors meeting held on Wednesday, January 
17, 2024. 
 
Present were: president, Haydon Friesen; vice chair Al Friesen; Vic Loewen; Shauna Giesbrecht; Leanne 
Braun; Ralph Hamm; Jonathan Toews and Jo Funk. Regrets; Angus Klassen. 
 

1. Call to Order  
Haydon Friesen called the meeting to order. 
 

2. Review of the Agenda 
MOTION: Vic Loewen - moved – Leanne Braun – seconded - THAT the agenda is approved as 
presented. 
CARRIED.  

 
3. Review of Previous Minutes 

MOTION: Al Friesen – moved – Ralph Hamm – seconded – THAT the minutes of the meeting held 
December 13, 2023 are adopted as circulated. 
CARRIED. 

 
4. New board member 

• The board welcomed Jo Funk to the board, Jo will be taking over Cheryl Dueck’s term and will be 
joining the asset development committee. 

 
5. Financials 

• Angus presented the following financial report prior to the meeting: not a lot to comment on for the 
January statements; main highlight is the $750,000 donation from the Thomas Sill Foundation; 
F2023 has been sent to GTP for review - waiting on YE entries before balance sheet amounts are 
final and carried forward to F2024; will have first half review ready for planning meeting in February. 

• Angus presented the attached financial reports to the board prior to the meeting. 
MOTION: Jonathan Toews – moved – Leanne Braun – seconded – THAT the attached financial 
reports are approved as presented. 
CARRIED. 
• Angus also presented preliminary financials for F2023 to the board prior to the meeting: 

o Income up $334,000 over LY - investments up $262,000 and donations up $70,000 over LY 
o Expenses up slightly over LY - $10,000 
o Net income up $324,000 over LY 
o $1,730,000 in managed funds 
o $158,000 increase in total assets over LY 

 
6. Youth in Philanthropy (YIP) 

• No new report. 
 

7. 2024 Endow MB CF conference & 2024 CF of Canada peer gathering 
• Endow MB conference is taking place April 19-21, and the CF of Canada peer gathering May 5-9. 
• Four spots are held for us for the Endow MB conference and are eligible for a min. $200 grant if we 

register before Feb. 15.  
• Jo, Leanne and possibly Jonathan expressed interest in attending the Endow MB conference. 
• Haydon, Al and possibly Ralph expressed interest in attending the CF of Canada peer gathering. 
• Board members will be responsible to register themselves and book any hotel accommodations.  
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MOTION: Ralph Hamm – moved – Shauna Giesbrecht – seconded – THAT the board allocate a total 
of $1,500 from operating for board members wanting to attend these conferences/peer gatherings. 
CARRIED. 

 
8. Granting 

• No new report. 
• Leanne will be moving from asset development to granting to replace a vacancy. 
• Committee to review granting guidelines/policy ahead of planning session meeting. 

 
9. PR Committee 

• Al suggested the public relations committee change its name to community engagement committee. 
• Committee to finalize 2024 budget and present at next meeting for board approval. 
• Need a decision on what to do with the PP and TV currently in the mall. 
• Jo suggested that ACF promotional material to hand out would be beneficial at Access CU. 

 
10. Asset Development Committee 

• Fund reports are ready to be mailed out. 
• New fund agreements for the ACF Future Ag Leader Scholarship and the Bergfeld Mennonite 

Church Missions Fund are being finalized. 
• Rosenfeld Cemetery Fund GIC was renewed for 60 months at 5%. 
• Menno H. Friesen Fund received a $1,000 donation in December. 
• The Thomas Sill Foundation made a donation of $750,000 to establish a permanent endowment 

fund called the Thomas Sill Fund with the ACF. This fund will start granting out dollars in 2025. 
Board to start organizing an event in 2024 to mark this milestone. 

 
11. Healthy Living Forum 

• January 24 at The Gardens on Tenth, Al will be presenting from 3-3;30 pm. 
 

12. Orientation Meeting 
• New board members were interested in participating in an ACF orientation meeting before next 

months meeting. Haydon to send out some potential dates over the lunch hour. 
 

13. New Board Member List 
• Board reviewed the names on the potential member list and will leave as is and add names as 

needed. 
 

14. New Business 
• Altona Chamber of Commerce banquet will be coming up shortly – do we want to participate again 

this year? 
 

15. Next Meeting /Planning Session Date 
• Wednesday February 21, 12 noon – Gold Room. 
 

16. Adjournment. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting is now adjourned and the next meeting of the 
Altona Community Foundation will be held on Wednesday, February 21, 12 noon.  
CARRIED. 

 
 
 

 
Haydon Friesen, president 
Altona Community Foundation 
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